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1767 October 18, 191?. 

Wisconsin. — New cases are reported from many localities in the 
State. 

Wyoming. — On October 16 it was reported that there were 2,500 
cases in the State, with 65 deaths, during last week. The threo 
counties which suffered the most from tho epidemic wore widely 
separated. 

EQUIPPING EMERGENCY HOSPITALS, 

AN IMPORTANT RECOMMENDATION FROM THE WAR INDUSTRIES BOARD. 

In order to care for those victims of the present influenza epidemic 
who ' would otherwise be without medical or nursing attendance, 
many of the stricken communities, acting with commendable prompt- 
ness, have established emergency hospitals. In providing for the 
equipment of these hospitals it was perhaps natural that in many 
instances standard hospital equipment, even including surgical instru- 
ments and other operating-room paraphernalia, should have been 
installed. In this connection we call attention to the following warn- 
ing, addressed to the Public Health Service by Lieut. Col. F. F. Simp- 
son, M. C, of the War Industries Board. 

"It seems probable that as the epidemic of influenza spreads 
various communities throughout the country will find it necessary 
to improvise rather extensive hospital facilities. In view of the strin- 1 
gency in hospital equipment, particularly for surgical purposes, 
brought about by the military emergency, I would urge that you use 
your influence to secure the cooperation of the various communities 
in the conservation of hospital equipment. The following sugges- 
tions are submitted in the hope of accomplishing that end: 

"Beds. — That in so far as possible ordinary single beds be purchased 
from existing stocks, and that they be brought up to the proper height 
by placing the legs on wooden blocks. 

"Surgical equipment. — In most communities the surgical equip- 
ment in existing hospitals is ample to care for those requiring surgical 
operations. It is, therefore, urgently requested that no patients 
requiring surgical operations be sent to these temporary hospitals, 
and that these hospitals be not provided with surgical equipment. 
The reason for this request is that the productive capacity of manu- 
facturers of sterilizers, operating tables, and other surgical equip- 
ment is required for military purposes. 

"Your cooperation in placing this matter before the health de- 
partments of the various cities and communities concerned will be 
very much appreciated." 

These are admirable suggestions and should be followed by every 
community establishing emergency hospitals for dealing with tho, 
present epidemic of influenza. 



